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Spanish imperialism disappeared into the fog of history, an
entirely new spirit was being born. A cry for liberty arose
on all sides.
Men were growing up who realized that never would
the Spanish people achieve any sort of political and economic
independence and freedom until two great clearances were
made : first the absolutist Royal House, and second the
money-grubbing and shackling Church of Rome.
In the years that followed several attempts were made
to assassinate the new king, Alfonso XIII., a Bourbon,
who came to the throne in 1902. The questions which
faced the Government were the old, old ones of religion,
education, suffrage, land, and regionalism. These are the
five great problems of modern Spain, and only one of them,
suffrage, has been even partially solved.* In democratic
countries such as England, France, or the United States, it
is difficult for the average person to believe that in this
twentieth century there can still be, amongst the civilized
countries of Europe, one in which some sort of reasonable
solution has not been found for these not very difficult
problems. The reign of Alfonso XIII. proved him to be
an astute king, determined at any cost and by any intrigue
to maintain the status quo of the tandem-mules of Church
and State, which governed the country. He also proved
himself to be a man of courage on occasions on which
he was a target for assassins. In April 1913, when he was
fired at three times and escaped unhurt, he behaved in a cool
and dignified manner, and then, when he commuted the
death sentence on his would-be assassin, these manifestations
of very Spanish characteristics won for him considerable
popularity.
* General Franco, the leader of the Fascist rebels in the Civil War of
1936, declared that he would abolish the existing suffrage.—C. P.
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